Mary Elizabeth Keys Buttitta

May 4, 1992 - February 27, 2024

Blessed are you, O God, giver of the universe.

One of Your beloved children, who gave You praise through her beautiful life —
a life of high achievement and deep love — has come home to rest in peace
with You.

Mary Elizabeth Buttitta is forever the daughter of Peter and Nancy (Keys)
Buttitta; sister to Laura, Ellen and Sarah; aunt to Milo; godchild of Jay Rehak
and Mary Callahan; and friend to many. Born the second child of four, Mary
Elizabeth embraced the carefree spirit of a younger sibling, responsibility of an
older sibling, and spunk of a middle child. After graduating from Northside
Catholic Academy, Mary Elizabeth attended Loyola Academy High School
where she ran cross country and dazzled audiences with her acting skills in
productions such as Pride and Prejudice. She continued on to Loyola
University Chicago, majoring in Economics with minors in Spanish and
Environmental Studies. While there, Mary Elizabeth was instrumental in the
creation of Winthrop Garden, a sustainable student garden that, due to her
efforts, supplied both the weekly Loyola farmer’s market and student-run
restaurant with fresh produce. After graduation, she was accepted to the
University of Virginia School of Law where she was involved in the student
environmental law group, founded a food law student group, was a member of
the vegan and vegetarian society, and enjoyed exploring the wooded trails
around campus. Along the way, she pursued a law internship at the EPA office



in Chicago and at RUSH Medical Center. She was proud to have passed the
California bar on the first try and, in 2021, she fulfilled her lifelong dream of
moving West.

Elizabeth made her home in Los Angeles where she was hired by Winston &
Strawn, LLC as an associate lawyer. She embraced her work in the world of
real estate law while also taking great pride in her pro bono work with
detained migrants and victims of wrongful evictions. Outside of her career, she
was an avid gardener, music lover, NPR enthusiast, and life-long learner. She
enjoyed yoga and meditation and attended services at Der Nister synagogue.
Throughout her journey, Mary Elizabeth loved children and the feeling was
mutual. She babysat numerous kids and was nanny to a few as well.

Mary Elizabeth lived in the spirit of tikkun olam, a concept in Judaism that
refers to various forms of action intended to repair and improve the world. We
hope to carry on her legacy by embracing the same spirit. In her memory and
in lieu of flowers, please consider a donation of your time or funds to a charity
that repairs and improves the world. One organization dedicated to improving
the world by supporting those struggling with eating disorders, the chronic
illness to which Mary Elizabeth ultimately succumbed, is the National
Association of Anorexia Nervosa and Associated Disorders (ANAD). Gifts can
be dedicated to Mary Elizabeth here: https://anad.org/donate/. Thank you.

Funeral services for Mary Elizabeth:

Date: March 9, 2024

Place: St. Gertrude Church, 1420 W. Granville, Chicago, IL (corner of
Granville and Glenwood)

Visitation: 9:30am

Mass: 11:00am, Fr. Mike Bradley & Rabbi Zack Wiener presiding

Luncheon to follow



May her dying find a way to inspire our living.



Previous Events

Memorial Visitation in Church

MAR 9. 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St Gertrude Catholic Church
1420 W Granville Ave
Chicago, IL 60660

(773) 764-3621

Memorial Mass

MAR 9. 11:00 AM (CT)

St Gertrude Catholic Church
1420 W Granville Ave
Chicago, IL 60660

(773) 764-3621



Tribute Wall

I am greatly saddened to learn about Elizabeth's passing and your
family has my deepest condolences. Elizabeth was a student of
mine at UVA Law, and she wrote an absolutely wonderful paper
under my supervision before she graduated. She was kind, brilliant,
and a gift to us at UVA for three years. Peace to you as you mourn.

Andrew Hayashi - November 21, 2024 at 02:00 PM

Peter and Nancy my heart just breaks for you and your family. | am
so sorry. May happy memories of Mary bring you comfort.
Cathy (Feld) Shipp

Cathy Shipp - March 10, 2024 at 01:49 PM

During the brief time we had the pleasure of knowing Elizabeth, she
became like a little sister to us. She was always a beacon of light,
bringing positivity to everyone around her. We are thankful for
having known her. We hope this tree will serve as a small reminder
of the goodness she brought into our lives, and the love she
harbored for all things green. Our condolences go out to Elizabeth's
family and friends. Liva and Ang

Liva and Ang - March 09, 2024 at 01:16 AM
Liva B. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mary Elizabeth

Keys Buttitta.

Liva B. - March 09, 2024 at 01:04 AM



Daniel D. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mary Elizabeth
Keys Buttitta.

Daniel D. - March 08, 2024 at 11:50 PM

Dear Peter, Nancy, and sisters, We are members of Bunker Hill
Book Group that Mary Elizabeth joined when she moved to Los
Angeles. She quickly became an integral part of the group. She was
soft spoken and articulate with how she interacted with us. Her
graciousness and kindness brought warmth and congeniality that
we all enjoyed. We feel honored to have met her and will miss her
deeply. Bunker Hill Book Group Members

Mary Anne Hillier - March 08, 2024 at 06:52 PM

Dear Peter and Nancy and the rest of the |
family...So sorry for your loss. May the

memory of Mary be for a blessing. Sending
lots of love, Ellen Baren \ ‘

Ellen Baren - March 07, 2024 at 03:00 PM

Winston & Strawn Real Estate Family purchased
the Beautiful Dreams for the family of Mary
Elizabeth Keys Buittitta.

Winston & Strawn Real Estate Family - March 07, 2024 at
02:43 PM


https://www.barrfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.barrfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Winston & Strawn Real Estate Family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mary Elizabeth Keys Buttitta.

Winston & Strawn Real Estate Family - March 07, 2024 at 02:43 PM



